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Industry Cooperation in Standards and Conformity Assessment

The Industry Cooperation on Standards and Conformity Assessment (ICSCA) and the Partners in

World Safety (PWS) have met together twice, the first time on October 7, 1999 in Arnhem, The

Netherlands, and the second time on June 22, 2000 in Lisle/Naperville, IL, USA. The next

liaison cooperation meeting between the two groups is scheduled to be held during the period of

September 24-26, 2001 in Berlin, Germany. The goal of ICSCA-PWS liaison cooperation is to

promote a common understanding on ways to increase public health, safety and protection of the

environment and at the same time eliminate non-value-adding conformity assessment processes which will result in more efficient market-access procedures
At the historic first meeting, ICSCA and PWS developed and signed a “Basic Agreement on

Principles” to include:

Concurrent harmonization of regulations, standards and conformity assessment processes

globally on a sectorial basis.

“One standard, one test, global acceptability” on a sectorial basis.

Support for the International Electrotechnical Commission System for Conformity

Testing and Certification of Electrical Equipment (IECEE) CB-Scheme as a benchmark

model for other sectors, including the Scheme’s extension to sectors that may use only a

proportion of IEC Standards and to non-IEC Member countries.

Recognizing the importance of the ICSCA/PWS work, the International Electrotechnical

Commission (IEC) Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) at its May 24, 2000 meeting in

Geneva, Switzerland gave formal endorsement to the ICSCA-PWS “Basic Agreement on

Principles.” The CAB at its next meeting on September 13, 2000 in Stockholm, Sweden will

monitor the progress of the group’s work.

At the second meeting, ICSCA and PWS agreed on some joint actions related to four

interconnected issues to be dealt with in the regulated area, as follows:

Jointly develop an agreed Suppliers Declaration of Conformity (SDoC) form,

Jointly develop an agreed content of the compliance folder (that normally has to accompany the an important component in a workable regulatory system that accepts SDoC, and
Jointly advise governments on how to incorporate SDoC in their regulatory systems (along the lines of the Australian Model).

To further develop cooperation between manufactures and conformity assessment bodies, a

formal invitation has been extended to ICSCA to attend the IECEE-CMC Meeting in Acapulco,

Mexico on August 31 and September 1, 2000. ICSCA representatives will attend this meeting,

and contribute as observers to the work being carried out by the Member Bodies and National

Certification Bodies who are responsible for operation of the CB-scheme.

The goal of ICSCA-PWS liaison cooperation is to promote a common understanding on ways to
increase public health, safety and protection of the environment by eliminating non-value-adding conformity assessment processes to result in more efficient market-access procedures.

About ICSCA and PWS

The Industry Cooperation on Standards & Conformity Assessment is an informally organized,

but broadly leveraged, group of corporate standards professionals and business executives from

14 countries, over 50 globally active companies and 13 industry associations.

ICSCA members share a vision of increased trade and commerce through the appropriate

application of industry standards and the belief that such standards should add value to the products affected by them. ICSCA work has been focused upon conformity assessment requirements and agreeing upon ways to improve the global "system" for standards development.
More information is available at the ICSCA website, www.ICSCA.org.au.

The Partners in World Safety is an informally organized group of National Certification Bodies, all actively operating in the IECEE CB Scheme. PWS is a group of certification body executives nd conformity assessment and standards experts from 9 countries and 10 companies. The geographic diversity of the group is global in nature.

PWS members share a common focus on safety, and a vision of “Working together for world

safety.” The main aim of the group is to find solutions for the processes in conformity

assessment for public health, safety and protection of the environment.

For further information, please contact:

For ICSCA: Dale Misczynski

The Isoagile Group, Inc.

Telephone: 512-732-0235

Facsimile: 512-732-0285

Email: dale.misczynski@isoagile.com

For PWS: Don Mader
Underwriters Laboratories Inc

Telephone: 847-272-8800 ext 43140

Facsimile: 847-272-8845

Email: Donald.A.Mader@us.ul.com

PWS Members Include: VDE, SEMKO/ITS, CSA International, LCIE, TUV Product Service, JET (Japan), KEMA,

IMQ, JQA (Japan) and UL.

